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Potato  diseases 'which  are  surface  borne  can  "be  controlled  by 
seed  treatment .  if.  after  such  treatment  the  tubers  are  kept  clean 
and  planted  on 'clean  ground.    The  surface  borne  diseases  for  which 
seed  treatment  is  recommended  are  Rhizoctonia,  Black  Leg  and  com- 
mon Scab  and  practically  all  seed  potatoes ' have  enough  of  these 
diseases  to  make  seed  treatment  profitable. 

Treatment  with  corrosive  sublimate  is  recommended  in  preference 
to  formaldehyde  since  the  latter  is  ineffective  in  controlling 
Rhizoctonia,     The  usual  procedure  is  to  soak  the  potatoes  one  and 
one-half  (!•§■)  to  two  (2)  hours  in  the  solution;  but  if  the  seed  is 
kept  moist  with  water  for  a  day  previous  to  treatment  a  shorter 
soaking  is  effective  with  less  danger  of  bud  injury.    To  treat  in 
this  way  proceed  as  follows 


1#  Moisten  the  tubers  well  with  hose,  sprinkler,  pail  or  by  dipping, 
being  sure  to  wet  every  bit  of  surface,     Then  cover  to  keep 
thoroughly  moi so  for  twenty-four  (24)  hours , 

2.  Soak  tubers  for  thirty  (30)  minutes  to  one  (l)  hour  in  a  solution 
of  corrosive  sublimate  {mercuric  chloride)  using  wooden  barrels 
or  vats t  as  containers ,    'This  solution  is  prepared  by  dissolving 
four  ,4)  ounces  of  corrosive  sublimate  in  thirty  (30)  gallons 

of  water , 

(lToce;,~  After  each  two  treatments  add  one  (l)  ounce  of  corro- 
sive sublimate  to  each  thirty  (30)  gallons  of  water,  adding  water 
to  maintain  the  original  volume  of  the  solution.     If  the  seed 
tubers  are  clean  and  bags  are "kept  out  of  the  solution  it  can  be 
used  for  eight  IB}  treatments, 

3.  Pry  the  tubers  after  treatment  as  quickly  as 'possible  by  spread- 
ing them  on  a  clean  fj oor  or  by  using  crates.    After  tubers  are 
dry  they  shfiuld  be  placed  in  the  sun  and  air  for  a  period  of 
seven  ('  ? '.)  to  ten  (10)  days  or  until  thick  stubby  sprouts  are 
formed,  after 'which  they  should  be  placed  in  good  storage  until 
planning  time, 

I.M  I  2.  £  1  A  I  2    JOINTS     I  I    SEEP  TREATMENT 

1*  Use  dormant  or  slightly  sprouted  tubers;  (sprouted  tubers  may 
be _ damaged  by  seed  treatment). 

2>  Seed' Treatment  should  be  given  at  least  fifteen  days  before 
Planting, 

3,  The  temperature  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  solution  and  the 
water  used  to  mois^ei?  tubers  should  be  at  least  sixty  (60  degrees 
£*>   Dat  not  0Te:-"  s:\ghby  *  SO  degrees  P, )  ,  and  if  possible  keep  the 
moistened  potatoes  at  a  temperature  of  sixty  (60  degrees  Pj  for 
twenty-four  '24.)  hour  period „ 

4,  If  weather  does  not  permit  a  rapid  drying  rinse  the  tubers  in 
wa-oer  immediately  after  treatment. 

5*  CAUTION,     Treated  potatoes  are  poisonous » 
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